
 
 
 
 
 

DATE:  December 8, 2021 
 
TO:  Mayor Boudreau and City Council 
 
FROM:  Rebecca Lowell, Development Services 
 
SUBJECT: PUBLIC HEARING ON ADOPTION OF AN UPDATED SHORELINE MASTER PROGRAM (SMP), 

AMENDMENTS TO THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND CHAPTER 15.07 MVMC 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
Staff recommends that Council make a motion to authorize the Mayor to sign the accompanying 
Ordinance adopting an update SMP, amendments to the Comprehensive Plan and Chapter 15.07 of the 
Mount Vernon Municipal Code.   
 
 
INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND: 
In 2003 the Shoreline Management Act (SMA) was amended to require jurisdictions to regularly update 
their Shoreline Master Programs (SMPs) with the adoption a timetable for all local governments to 
update their SMPs.  For Mount Vernon, RCW 90.58.080(2) and (4) required an update to our SMP in 
2012 (the City completed this update in 2011) and then once every eight (8) years following approval by 
the Department of Ecology (DOE).  This means the City’s update to our SMP was due in 2020; however, 
DOE has authorized a one-year extension for the City’s SMP update which is now due in 2021.   
 
Consistent with RCW 90.58.080(4) the City’s scope of review for the SMP update includes: 
 

• Making sure our SMP complies with applicable laws and guidelines in effect at the time of the 
review. 

• Ensuring our SMP is consistent with our comprehensive plan and development regulations 
adopted under chapter 36.70A RCW, and other local requirements. 

• Bringing our SMP into compliance with the requirements of the act that have been added or 
changed since the last review that occurred in 2011, and for responding to changes in guidelines 
adopted by DOE.  

• Incorporating amendments to reflect changed circumstances, new information, and improved 
data.  

 
 
FINDINGS/CONCLUSIONS: 
The draft Ordinance provided for Council’s consideration with its associated exhibits contains the 
findings of fact and conclusions of law staff is asking Council to adopt.   
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Council move to authorize the Mayor to sign the accompanying Ordinance adopting an updated SMP, 
updates to the City’ 
 
 



ATTACHED: 
• Proposed Ordinance and its associated Exhibits that include: 

o Exhibit 1, Planning Commission’s Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and 
Recommendation to the City Council 

o Exhibit 2, Proposed Update to the SMP and the re-numbered Comprehensive Plan Goals 
o Exhibit 3, Planning Commission’s Staff Report and its associated Exhibits 
o Exhibit 4, City Council Memo and other materials entered into the Record on 

12/08/2021 
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Overlay zone indicating shoreline associated wetlands could be present and that site-specific technical information will be required to be submitted to enable accurate determinations of the extent of shoreline jurisdiction.  See Subsection IV(A) of the SMP for additional information.  
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EXHIBIT 2, SMP UPDATE - Council 12/08/2021
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Overlay zone indicating shoreline associated wetlands could be present and that site-specific technical information will be required to be submitted to enable accurate determinations of the extent of shoreline jurisdiction.  See Subsection IV(A) of the SMP for additional information.  
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EXHIBIT 5d, SMP UPDATE
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